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A warning from psychology

Western commentators currently see the political updleagross North Africa and th
Middle East as being both a rejection of autocratie arild a demand for democracy. B
interpretations may be incorrect. Firstly, the formeesinot necessarily imply the latter. T
rejection of a specific authoritarian male leader witla patriarchal society does n
automatically re-orientate that society towards femabhts and fraternal objective
Secondly, we don't yet know what occurred prior to tretgsts actually erupting. A cataly
(such as occurred in Tunisia) is never the only cause, dimeé aever spreads withot
combustible material. Thirdly, an explosion of maastinctual energies should not

confused with the spread of a new philosophy. The main ledwe is the absence of a
obvious overall crowd leadership during the riots. A leadsricrowd that is orientated
overthrowing a ruler is the outer reflection of a vpowerful internal process that Sigmu
Freud called “killing the father”.

The role of the father archetype in crowd behaviour Mrasid’s most important theoretic
contribution to the understanding of non-rational group oyos. Here, “killing the father
refers to an evolutionary process within the mass psyaied¢capitulates the transition of
young male into personal independence. Freud’s insights svgiported by — among oth
things — his direct observation of the collapse of aatwes and the rise of dictatorships
Europe in the early 20th century. The process is metagahorather than literal (althoug
history confirms that autocratic leaders are often&jilleand it involves the replacement
the actual father/leader with an internal represematib an idealised father/leader. T
transfer of affiliation initially uses destructiv@stinctual energies, associated with wh
Freud calledThanatos (the death instinct). Thanatos is particularly powenfuthe initial
stages of change, and only later makes way to the pofwEros (the creative instinct)
although both are always present during the process. Tiheipthat instinctual energies a
non-rational. Once released in a crowd, they operatiouti reference to rationg
considering. A crowd can therefore become involvedlisats of horrors.

So, what happens when the crowd energies subside? What ®rm of the new ides
leader? What sort of new order will tassenpsychologie be marshalled to produce? It
most unlikely that the new political structure will dex®lgenuine power to the people (n
least because it cannot yet devolve power away fréigiar). Furthermore, it is not certai
that the emerging new order will naturally embrace teeds of the West — as is amy
demonstrated by Iran’s activity in the Suez Canal. Thieagleconomy is currently entering
socio-economic crisis cycle comparable to that of 1921a#46, what is happening in th
Arab world already has parallels with the political uged that swept Europe in the 192
and 1930s. The danger of an Arab-Israeli confrontatiorabesrdingly increased; and the
are obvious implications for the price of oil. Thisparticularly relevant because a ng¢

upswing in the powerful Kondratyev commodity price cydeaiready well under way.

Historically, such upswings have terminated in the thodesnflict.

The overthrow of an autocratic dictatorship is a massuautionary step forward; but it
only one step on a very, very, long journey.

Tony Plummer
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